powers, afterwards praised Principal Robertson for his caution in this respect'. He said to me,' Robertson, Sir, was in the right. Robertson is a man of eminence, and the head of a college at Edinburgh. He had a character to maintain, and did well not to risk its being lessened.'
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30.
We set out towards Ayrshire. I sent Joseph on to Lou-doun, with a message, that, if the Earl was at home, Dr. Johnson and I would have the honour to dine with him. Joseph met us on the road, and reported that the Earl 'jumped for joy,' and said, ' I shall be very happy to sec them.' We were received with a most pleasing courtesy by his Lordship, and by the Countess his mother, who, in her ninety-fifth year, had all her faculties quite unimpaired8. This was a very cheering sight to Dr. Johnson, who had an extraordinary desire for long life. Her ladyship was sensible and well-informed, and had seen a great deal of the world. Her lord had held several high offices, and she was sister to the great Earl of Stair3.
I cannot here refrain from paying a just tribute to the character of John Earl of Loudoun, who did more service to the county of Ayr in general, as well as to the individuals in it, than any man we have cycr had. It is painful to think that he met with much ingratitude from persons both in high and low rank: but such was his temper, such his knowledge of ' base mankind4,' that, as if he had expected no other return, his mind was never soured, and he retained his
Boswcll has not let us see this caution. When Robertson first came in, 'there began,' we are told, 'some animated dialogue' (ante, p. 35). The next day we read that' he fluently harangued to Dr. Johnson (ante, p. 48).
3 See ante, iii. 416.
3 He was Ambassador at Paris in the beginning of the reign of George I., and Commander-in-Chief in 1744, Lord Mahon's England, ' ed. 1836, i. 201, and iii. 275.
* The unwilling gratitude of base mankind. POPE. [Imitations of Horace, 2 Epis. i, 14.] BOSWELL.
good-humour199. Mme. D'Arblay says:— ' Whenever Dr. Johnson did not make the charm of conversation he only marred it by his presence, from the general fear he incited, that if he spoke not, he might listen ; and that if he listened, he might reprove.' Memoirs of Dr. Bnrney, ii, 187. See ante, ii. 72,
